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Report to Salford City Council 
 

Overview of key activities and achievements 
 

Prepared for the Salford City Council meeting in September 2019 
 

General 
 
This has been another successful period in terms of visitor and participant numbers. Overall The Lowry 
has now welcomed over 16 million visitors since opening in 2000. 
 
A breakdown of attendance for the year is shown below. 
 

Attendance 

Total attenders 846,694 

Theatre attenders 513,190 

Theatre attenders (Salford) 94,580 

Gallery Visitors 87,574 

Learning & Engagement participants Participants: 20,737 
School theatre attendance: 20,567 
Our first Lowry: 143 

Learning & Engagement participants (Salford) Participants: 5,885 
School theatre attendance: 3,746 
Our first Lowry: 143 

 
Public revenue funding during the period was 5.5% of total income (1.5% Salford City Council; 4.0% 
Arts Council England. In addition, the sum of £274k was received as a capital contribution from Salford 
City Council. The extant 4-year funding agreement with Arts Council England runs until March 2022 
and provides £860k of revenue support per annum. 

 
Total employees from Salford increased by 2.8% on last year. Direct employment figures over the 
period were as follows. 
 

Employment  

Total number of employees 539 

Total number of Salford employees 147 

Total volunteer hours 22,322 

Total volunteer hours (Salford) 7,444 

 
The Management Team continues to work with a view to maintaining a balance between the 
organisation’s financial model and its artistic ambition. Financial improvements made as a result of 
the capital redevelopment project in 2015 continue to deliver returns through cost savings and energy 
efficiencies. As a result, we are able to continue to develop the artistic ambition further each year. 
 
The period considered in this report includes the second of our biennial Week 53 festivals, which 
directly benefits from the operational and consequential financial improvement initiatives 
undertaken. 
 
The following is a report on our achievements and performance for the year. This details the breadth 
and quality of our artistic programme with the section Learning and Engagement (page 16-27) 
detailing our work with, for and in Salford communities.   



Page 2 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 
 

During the year, The Lowry welcomed almost 850,000 visitors to the venue, an increase of c6.25% on 
the previous year. It has been another very successful year across our three theatres. A total of 
513,000 people enjoyed a combined 1,108 performances of 363 different productions in the year. The 
audience was 3.2% higher than the previous year. At the same time 88,000 people visited our galleries 
to enjoy a wide range of work from LS Lowry to digital and contemporary exhibitions. This was an 
increase of c14.2% on the previous year. In addition 36,000 children and young people participated in 
our learning and participation programme, a year on year increase of c20.0%; and a further 55,000 
attended events and conferences. 
 
 
PERFORMING ARTS 
 
The year’s performing arts programme represented an eclectic mix of high-quality yet accessible 
product aimed at appealing to all audience types and embraced every art-form from classical ballet to 
contemporary circus. The year’s highlights included our second bi-annual Week 53 festival and a 
continuation of programme resulting from The Movement, a partnership with Birmingham 
Hippodrome and Sadler’s Wells made possible with funding from Arts Council England. The balance of 
programme combined shows of a populist nature with contemporary works in the genres of dance, 
drama and digital technology, resulting in a rich mix of work which appealed to a wide variety of 
audiences.  
 
Contemporary Theatre 
 
Continuing our commitment to presenting and commissioning the very best in contemporary theatre, 
The Lowry’s programme encompassed artistic excellence and challenging productions from the widest 
range of viewpoints and art-forms.  
 
Highlights included Red Ladder’s adaptation of The Damned United and Jess Thom’s much-anticipated 
take on Samuel Beckett’s Not I, while Dante or Die took their production Take On Me into Broughton 
Leisure Centre as part of Arts Council England’s Strategic Touring Programme.  Award-winning 
interactive theatre company ZU:UK guided strangers through first dates via headphones in Binaural 
Dinner Date and turned audiences into participants by controlling them around a strange and sinister 
game in the Lowry-commissioned Missing. 
 
Award-winning Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story by Canadian 2b theatre company’s Klezmer-folk 
music-theatre hybrid was inspired by the true stories of two Jewish Romanian refugees immigrating 
to Canada in 1908 while, in stark contrast, Told By An Idiot told us that All You Need Is LSD. 
 
Our circus programme reached new heights with The Exploded Circus by female-led contemporary 
company Mimbre and Now or Never from France’s Circa Tsuica, in which a group of international 
acrobats and musicians shared their amazing spectacle with audiences under a big top on the Lowry 
Plaza. Other circus highlights included Attrape Moi from Canadian company Flip FabriQue, Scarabeus 
Aerial Theatre’s Depths of My Mind, Ellie Dubois’ No Show and Catalan company Eia bringing their 
award winning acrobatic theatre piece inTarsi to the UK for the first time.  Natalie Reckert’s Inside Out 
was the first circus-focused production from our Artist Development Programme’s ‘Developed With’ 
strand. 
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Circa Tsuica 
Now or Never 
August 2018 

 

 
 
Dance 
 
It has been another strong year for Dance at The Lowry, with highlights including the return of Clod 
Ensemble with their Lowry-commissioned production Placebo, Northern Ballet’s interpretation of 
Jane Eyre, Lost Dog’s Juliet and Romeo and Michael Keegan Dolan’s Swan Lake / Loch na hEala, part 
of our Week 53 festival. The Lowry co-commissioned #JeSuis, about individuals trying to find a voice 
to stand against oppression, with Aakash Odedra company. The piece also won the 2017 Amnesty 
International Freedom of Expression Award. 
  
Ballet Black, the neo-classical ballet company highlighting dancers of black & Asian descent, presented 
a double bill, Arther Pita’s Olivier-nominated A Dream Within A  Dream and Can Themba’s moving 
fable The Suit,  while BalletLORENT’s Rumpelstiltskin was an original adaptation of the beloved Grimm 
Brothers tale, directed by Liv Lorent and retold by Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy.  Our strategic 
partners Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures presented the stunning spectacle of Swan Lake, for two 
full weeks for the first time at The Lowry. 
 
Our international dance programme brought to The Lowry one of the world’s most celebrated 
flamenco dancers, Granada’s Manuel Liñán, who enthralled audiences with Flamenco, and Dublin’s 
CoisCéim told children and their families the story of The Wolf and Peter with contemporary dance and 
live music through the eyes of the wolf, while Mark Morris’ Pepperland gave a new twist to The 
Beatles’ timeless classic album. 
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Ballet Black: A Dream within a Dream, November 2018 

 
Partner Companies 
 
The Lowry’s four official Partner Companies once again presented work of the highest calibre to our 
audiences over the year.  
 
In a change to the convention of recent visits to The Lowry, Rambert performed its first full length 
narrative dance work for over 30 years. Life is a Dream, a spectacular new show from the Olivier 
Award-winning choreographer Kim Brandstrup combined dramatic, lyrical dancing from Rambert’s 
talented ensemble with imagery from legendary filmmakers the Quay Brothers and a live orchestra 
playing the rich music of Witold Lutosławski to create an otherworldly atmosphere in which to frame 
a contemporary re-imagining of Calderón’s classic play. 
 
Our partnership with the National Theatre continued with two high-profile shows, War Horse, which 
has now been seen by over 230,000 people during its three runs at The Lowry, and a dark, apocalyptic 
interpretation of Macbeth. 
 
Birmingham Royal Ballet also brought two wonderful productions, the funny, sunny, La Fille mal 
gardée and the storybook fantasy of Beauty and the Beast, and the always eagerly anticipated Opera 
North presented sold-out performances of Tosca, The Merry Widow and The Magic Flute alongside 
more challenging productions such as Katya Kabanova, The Rite of Spring and Gianni Schicchi. 
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Rambert: Life is a Dream, September 2018 

 

 
 

Birmingham Royal Ballet: Beauty and the Beast, 
February 2019 

 
 

National Theatre: Macbeth,  
September/October 2018 

 
 
Large Scale and Family Programming 
 
Our Christmas programme comprising Dr Dolittle, Stick Man and An Evening of Eric and Ern at 
Christmas brought a touch of festive cheer to people of all ages, while SIX took audiences by storm 
and takes its history lesson from the wives of Henry XIII to the West End next before returning to The 
Lowry for Christmas 2019. It picked up five Olivier Award nominations along the way. 
   
Lia Williams and Juliet Stevenson swapped lead roles on the spin of a coin in Mary Stuart and This 
House brought the House of Commons to the Lyric stage. David Yelland and Matthew Kelly in Alan 
Bennett’s The Habit of Art and Sting’s The Last Ship brought star quality; and audiences were 
captivated by two very different fact-based musicals, Dusty and Titanic.   
 
Popular family shows included Billionaire Boy, The Jungle Book and In The Night Garden while young-
at-heart grown-ups enjoyed The Band and Calendar Girls.  But it was the hilarious Early Doors that 
stole the show and broke all records, selling out first in the Quays Theatre, then a run in the Lyric 
Theatre before an arena tour and landing back in the Lowry one more time in summer 2019. 
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Almeida Theatre: Mary Stuart, April 2018 

 
Artist Development 
 
The Lowry’s Artist Development Programme nurtures new and upcoming artists at different stages of 
their practice, through four separate strands. 
  
Artist Network is a drop-in scheme where members are offered workshops, training, advice surgeries, 
ticket discounts and the opportunity to meet other people aspiring to work creatively within the arts. 
  
Class Of is a structured learning process for selected artists and companies, who are offered a series 
of bespoke training sessions in arts production. 
 
Developed With is a year-long relationship with a range of exciting artists or companies during which 
time they receive mentoring and support in order to develop and present brand new work and take a 
step forward in their practice. 
 
Associate Artists is a longstanding relationship between The Lowry and selected artists and companies 
to increase their national and international profile and build sustainable careers in the arts. 
 
2019 marks the tenth anniversary of The Lowry’s Artist Development Programme.  During the last 
decade, a total of 52 bold, dynamic and innovative productions from a wide variety of artists and 
companies have been commissioned as part of the programme from comic Sophie Willan's first stand 
up hour On Record to Theatre Ad Infinitum’s Ballad of the Burning Star, a blistering drag cabaret 
journey into the core of a conflicted Jewish state.  
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Artists we worked with this year included Natalie Reckert, Rachel Young with Nightclubbing; Fat 
Roland, whose Seven Inch was commissioned by The Lowry as part of Week 53; and Theatre Temoin 
with Feed.  
 
Our Associate Artist programme continues to demonstrate the benefits of offering exciting artists and 
companies long-tem, bespoke support that looks beyond any single production they may be making. 
 
We supported Kill The Beast to explore adapting their work for podcasting and release their own 
independent podcast, Eglantine Whitechapel: Supernatural Detective. They have now been 
commissioned by Fremantle, a globally significant TV, radio and production organisation, to adapt 
their Lowry-supported production Director’s Cut as a serial podcast that will launch Fremantle’s first 
ever scripted comedy podcasting label, Storyglass. 
  
We supported Art with Heart to develop their business plan, establish a wider range of partnerships 
and diversify their income streams. After a second national tour of their Lowry-supported production 
Declaration and its accompanying wellbeing project SPACE, Art with Heart has now been invited to 
join the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Culture and Social Impact Fund Portfolio, which 
provides them with a prestigious and secure foundation for their work. 
 
Week 53  
 
Week 53, The Lowry's biennial festival for the compulsively curious, presented 100 artists and 70 
performances over 12 extraordinary days in May 2018.  In the year that The Lowry turned 18, our 
festival of incredible, international work returned to challenge convention and celebrate the ‘coming 
of age’. 
 
In keeping with this theme, The Lowry commissioned and produced Toast, Henry Filloux-Bennett’s 
stage adaption of Nigel Slater’s best-selling memoir, which was both critically acclaimed and loved by 
audiences.  Following its world premiere at The Lowry and a sold-out run at as part of Traverse Festival 
2018 at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, we are delighted that Toast achieved a London transfer, opening 
at The Other Palace in April 2019 before touring nationally in the autumn, including a return to The 
Lowry. 

 

 

 
The Lowry: Toast, Week 53, May/June 2018 
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Also commissioned by The Lowry for Week 53 was Everything I See I Swallow, the debut show by 
Shasha & Taylor Productions, which fused theatre and aerial work with shibari, the erotic art of 
Japanese rope bondage to explore shifting attitudes to empowerment, feminism and sexuality across 
a generational divide. Having been exceptionally well-received at Week 53, the production went on to 
the 2019 Edinburgh Fringe Festival and will return to The Lowry as part of an autumn 2019 tour. 
 
Not content with showcasing new, innovative work in our theatres and galleries, Week 53 also took 
over the whole of The Lowry building. Tom Dekyvere’s stunning installation Nervous transformed the 
foyer into the physicalisation of the human nervous system through lights, electronics and ropes. 
Week 53 festival revellers experienced hidden parts of The Lowry in David Shearing’s immersive late-
night re-design of our backstage areas, which he called Enough of the Theatrics. 

Week 53’s international strand brought an eclectic mix of performance to the programme, from robots 
sharing the stage with children in a zero-gravity dance of rhythm and fury to a searing new take on 
the most beloved of classical ballets. 
 

 
 

Tom Dekyvere: Nervous, Week 53, May to September 2018 

 
From one of Ireland’s foremost dance and theatre makers, Michael Keegan Dolan, and his new 
company Teaċ Daṁsa, came Swan Lake / Loch na hEala, a magical adaptation of one of the most 
famous of all story ballets, creating a world of magical realism, powerful imagery and potent 
storytelling where ancient Irish mythology and modern Ireland meet.  The Dublin based band Slow 
Moving Clouds created a new score combining Nordic and Irish traditional music with minimalist and 
experimental influences.  
 



Page 9 
 

 
 

Teaċ Daṁsa: Swan Lake / Loch na hEala, Week 53, May 2018 

 
In School of Moon, by Eric Ming Cuongh Castaing’s company Shonen, children and a grown-up 
couple engaged in a zero-gravity slow-moving dance on a luminous stage while small skeletal robots 
joined in. The performance featured young performers from Danceworks Ballet and Theatre School 
in Eccles and Christ The King RC Primary School, Walkden.  
 
Week 53 also saw the English language premiere of Hikikomori, a play by Joris Mathieu about the 
500,000 reclusive young Japanese adults who have withdrawn from social life.  Audiences used 
headphones to experience the story through the eyes of one of the three main characters. The Haut 
et Court Collective’s innovative and visually striking production reminded us that there are as many 
ways to understand our existence as there are ways to exist.  
 
Italian artists fuse* brought their digital performance piece, Dökk, consisting of a projection on a 
holographic screen and a rear projection on the back of the stage. Real-time landscapes and 3D objects 
were then mapped on the two projective surfaces, enabling the audience to view both digital content 
and the emerging figure of a dancer, while the video and audio landscapes changed according to the 
analysed sentiments of trending tweets of that precise moment.   
 
School of Moon and Hikkikomori were supported by Institut Francais and Dökk was supported by the 
Italian Institute. 
 
Week 53 brought Access All Areas theatre company’s production, MADHOUSE re:exit, to Barton 
Arcade in Manchester city centre. There, inspired by a refusal to be silent, and a history of being 
ignored, five learning disabled artists took audiences on a fantastical, immersive tour of a 
maze-like institution to express what it feels like to have a learning disability in today's world.  
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fuse*: Dökk, Week 53, May 2018  

 
Sixteen Young Carers and Looked After Children from our targeted Learning and Engagement projects 
took part in a professional production called Teentalitarianism as part of Week 53 with internationally 
renowned artists Mammalian Diving Reflex, in which they developed a performance that explored 
personal truths, discussed social taboos and challenged power relationships with the adults in their 
lives. The project culminated with a series of live performances, events and debates with the young 
people front and centre of discussions about the topics they wanted to highlight. 
 
We worked with Paines Plough again to bring their unique pop-up theatre to Ordsall for a sold out 
week which forged real links with the local community and attracted a new audience, many of whom 
had never attended professional theatre before.  
 
Work for young people remained a key priority for us. Highlights included the premiere of a new stage 
version of In The Night Garden, Bear Hunt, and Stickman which played in the Quays at Christmas and 
was virtually sold out with 28,254 tickets sold for that show alone. 

 
Over the course of the year we presented a total of 50 special access performances which included 
Captioned, Audio Described and British Sign Language (BSL) interpreted performances. For the first 
time we offered BSL interpretation for comedians including Jason Manford and Lost Voice Guy; and 
we also hosted six Relaxed performances. We also worked with a company called Frozen Light who 
make fully immersive sensory performances for audiences with Profound and Multiple Learning 
Difficulties. 
 
Our links to Salford were emphasised when we presented the Northern Premiere of motion picture 
with a Gala night that included Timothy Spall and Vanessa Redgrave. In September we will present the 
premiere of the National Theatre’s new production of Shelagh Delaney’s A Taste of Honey. 
 
We also continue to work hard to ensure our programme is accessible to all through schemes such as 
Our Lowry and My First Lowry.  
 



Page 11 
 

Breakdown of postcodes for those signed up to the Our Lowry Scheme: Updated for 2018/2019 
 

Postcode Ward Count % of database 

M27 Worsley 5,454 20% 

M6 Langworthy 4,827 18% 

M28 Walkden South 4,213 16% 

M30 Barton 3,655 14% 

M44 Cadishead 2,028 8% 

M7 Broughton 1,844 7% 

M5 Langworthy 1,867 7% 

M50 Weaste and Seedley 1,496 6% 

M38 Little Hulton 626 2% 

M3 Ordsall 690 3% 

WA3 Cadishead 2 0% 

M29 Boothstown & Ellenbrook 27 0% 

M8 Broughton 6 0% 

M17 Langworthy 3 0% 

Other  92 0% 

TOTAL  25,986  

 

Total new Our Lowry members (2018/2019) 3,380 

Total Our Lowry tickets (2018/2019) 20,472 

Total Our Lowry bookers (2018/2019) 7,648 

 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
 
The Lowry’s permanent display of the LS Lowry Collection has continued to be extremely popular with 
visitors and tourists from Salford and beyond, as well as schools and college groups.  The release of 
the film Mrs Lowry and Son on 30 August, starring Timothy Spall as LS Lowry and Vanessa Redgrave as 
his mother, Elizabeth, was accompanied by a display of a of props, behind-the-scenes photographs, 
scripts, production notes and films, as well as a selection of paintings by Timothy Spall himself, inspired 
by Lowry.  Mrs Lowry and Son, which received its Northern premiere at The Lowry, has prompted 
significant media coverage and visitor interest. 
 
Our combination of major gallery exhibitions with shorter, pop-up residencies, workshops and 
projects has brought a fresh edge to our programme alongside regular commissions of new work by 
artists around the world. 
 
Edit.03: Homebird 
 
As part of The Lowry’s contemporary visual arts programme, we mounted a series of ambitious 
exhibitions in this period.  Our commitment to working with performers in the galleries was 
demonstrated in our innovative collaboration with DJ Paulette, one of Manchester’s most iconic club 
DJs.  Homebird was her articulation of the challenges she has encountered as a black female DJ in a 
very white, male-orientated profession and brought new audiences to The Lowry. 

 
Our Edit. series of experimental exhibitions gives creatives the space, time and resources to develop 
new work and test both themselves and us. 
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This, the third instalment of this series saw DJ Paulette take over one of our galleries by turning it into 
an immersive mood board of personal objects, film, music and poetry. Taking the form of a maze, this 
installation allowed visitors to step into Paulette’s world and the influences that shaped her as a 
person and a performer. 
 
Addressing race, sexuality, gender, art and music, DJ Paulette’s installation provided a new lens 
through which to view the world and orientate our own lives, in the centre of which was music and its 
power – both personal and universal.  
 

 
 

Edit.03: DJ Paulette: Homebird, October 2018 

 
 
Chantal Joffe: Personal Feeling is the Main Thing 
 
Chantal Joffe is regarded as one of the most distinctive figurative artists working today. Her 
uncompromising portraits of women and girls exploring relationships, life milestones and the human 
body positioned her perfectly within Week 53’s theme of ‘Coming of Age’. 
 
Walking a line between bold aesthetics and tender emotion, the exhibition and the accompanying 
publication featured portraits of Chantal’s daughter, her mother, friends and family as well as a 
number of self-portraits, which challenged notions of traditional portraiture and composition whilst 
offering a unique take on universal ideas around beauty and intimacy. 
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The exhibition’s title was taken from the diaries of Paula Modersohn-Becker (1876 to 1907) who, like 
Joffe, created bold imagery of the bonds between mother and child. To reflect and explore the 
enduring influence of Modersohn-Becker on Joffe, the exhibition included a number of works by the 
German artist, who is recognised as the first Western woman artist to paint herself naked – a sense of 
boldness and confidence that was reflected throughout the exhibition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chantal Joffe 
The Squid and the Whale (2017) 
 
Personal Feeling is the Main Thing 
 
Week 53, May to September 2018 

 
 
Lowry and the Pre-Raphaelites 
 
The Lowry is committed to furthering public and academic understanding and appreciation of LS 
Lowry’s art and ideas, and challenging perceptions of him as a regional, single-subject artist. The 
highlight of the year’s exhibition programme was Lowry and the Pre-Raphaelites, a major survey of 
painting and drawings by the Victorian Pre-Raphaelite artists whom Lowry most admired and the 
exhibition which ran from 10th November 2018 to 24th February 2019, was the first exhibition in over 
40 years to explore LS Lowry’s role as a collector of Pre-Raphaelite art. Loans from public and private 
collections across the country, including from the V&A, Manchester Art Gallery, the National Trust and 
rarely seen private collections, told the story of how Lowry became fascinated by the work of the Pre-
Raphaelites.  
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Among them were works which Lowry knew and admired greatly in public collections, alongside some 
of the finest works in his own collection by Edward Burne-Jones and his two lifelong favourite artists 
Ford Madox Brown and Dante Gabriel Rossetti.  
 
Sponsored by Sotheby’s, the exhibition attracted 32,500 visitors, including the busiest December in 
the Galleries for ten years. 
 
LS Lowry 
 
The exhibition, LS Lowry RA: Salford’s Royal Academician which ran from 8th December 2018 to 3rd 
March 2019, formed part of the programme of exhibitions and events across the country to mark 
the 250th anniversary of the Royal Academy. Although famously sceptical about official honours, 
turning down offers of an OBE, CBE and a Knighthood, Lowry was proud to be part of the Royal 
Academy, to which he was elected to full membership in 1962. 
  
On display were all six paintings by Lowry now in the Royal Academy’s collection including his 
Diploma work, Station Approach, presented by the artist on his election, alongside archival material 
and images of the 1976 retrospective held at the Academy after Lowry’s death. The exhibition also 
enabled The Lowry to collaborate with Salford Museum & Art Gallery on our respective RA250-
related exhibitions, raising awareness of the anniversary and Lowry’s connection to it across Salford. 
 
The Lowry loaned The Funeral Party (1953) and Peel Park, Salford (1927) to Salford Museum & Art 
Gallery’s Royal Academy Takeover: The Exhibition. Also loaned out in 2018 were Self Portrait (1925) 
and Head of a Man (1938) to Rugby Art Gallery and Museum’s About Face exhibition, which 
examined artists’ self-portraits from Rugby’s own collection of modern British art alongside key 
loans from institutions including The Lowry and the National Portrait Gallery. 
 
A bequest of three works was received in 2018 from the estate of Arnold Monk: Hartshead Pike, 
Ashton (1931) and two further drawings of animals. 
 
Family offer 
 
August has been dedicated to our annual Lowry Non-Stop programme of free, family, drop-in visual 
arts, drama and dance activities in the Lowry Galleries every day of the month.  Combined with the 
production of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt in our Quays Theatre, and a ‘bear trail’ that extended across 
MediaCity, Lowry Non-Stop has been designed to ensure families can always count on something fun, 
creative and informative to do at The Lowry over the summer holidays. 
 
Other exhibitions 
 
During the year, The Lowry hosted a showing of Life, an exhibition of portraits by photographer Zoe 
Law, of men and women living with cancer.  A collaboration with Maggie’s Centres, it provided an 
opportunity for visitors to be inspired and comforted by the stories of others.   
 
Most recently, The Lowry has opened a major new exhibition of work by contemporary artists who 
use elements of chance and spontaneity in their work.  Expect the Unexpected included paintings, 
photographs, sculpture and installations by leading artists including Yoko Ono and Gillian 
Wearing.  Amongst the most popular exhibits in the exhibition was a press photograph by Joel 
Goodman that received international publicity, showing people enjoying themselves in the early hours 
of New Year’s Day. 
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The Lowry also continued its long-running relationship with Venture Arts, the Hulme-based visual arts 
organisation that works with learning disabled artists to create new contemporary art.  Their annual 
exhibition in our Circle Bar Cases was impressively curated and mounted, and seen by thousands of 
Lyric Theatre attendees in autumn 2018.   
 
 
QUAYS CULTURE 
 
The Lowry continue to lead the strategic public realm art programme Quays Culture, initially under 
the guidance of the Quays Partnership and now reporting to the Salford Cultural & Place Partnership 
(SCPP).  
 
Quays Culture remains the most visible success of the partnerships collaborative working, with seven 
years of high profile, award-winning large-scale outdoor art events in the public spaces of Salford 
Quays taking audiences on a journey of artistic innovation, commissioning and collaborating with 
some of the world’s most pioneering artists and creators to bring world-class experiences to Salford 
Quays. All events are free to the public. 
 
We remain a founding partner of the UK’s only Northern light festival network, Light Up the North 
(LUTN), and the network continues to strengthen with continued support from ACE. Network activity 
includes the joint development of a festival app, co-commissioning and talent development 
programmes. 

 
Each winter, Quays Culture presents Lightwaves, a 10-day interactive light festival featuring digital art 
installations across Salford Quays. Highlights from 2018 included two large-scale new commissions 
that engaged visitors of all ages in playful interactions; Hooded Youth from internationally recognised 
and renowned London-based artist Stanza, and SPECTRUM from Montreal-based collaborative HUB, 
a co-commission and part of an exciting international collaboration with Montreal’s Quartier des 
Spectacles. 

 

 
 

Youth Culture by Stanza: An original Quays Culture commission for Lightwaves, December 2018 
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In summer 2019, Quays Festival celebrated four days of extraordinary art with a large-scale sensory 
installation on the Piazza that was enjoyed by more than 5000 people of all ages and featured a 
contemporary performance programme alongside workshop activity. The festival culminated with a 
breath-taking high-wire performance spanning the Quays, performed by Chris Bullzini. 
 
National and international profile for the programme has grown significantly this year with a PR value 
of £2.5m and EAV exceeding £625,000. Highlights included national broadcasts on BBC Breakfast, 
national print features in The Guardian and i newspapers, and significant regional coverage.  
 
Over 390,000 members of the public enjoyed our events, through which we collaborated with 41 
artists and engaged over 2,000 participants. Additionally, we acquired three new artworks into our 
touring collection through new commissions, doubling our collection and extending our audience 
reach through national and international presentations.  

 
 

DIIGITAL ART 
 
Our Digital art programme continues to present leading talent in performance and visual art with a 
rich programme of experimenters leading in their field. We were excited to welcome the 
internationally acclaimed composer and turntablist Shiva Feshareki, fresh from her success at BBC 
Proms, to perform her experimental compositions live on stage at The Lowry. Fusing sonic sampling, 
contemporary club, dance and classical, her solo turntable performance with visuals created deeply 
experimental sonic manipulations.  
 
As part of our Pay What You Decide programme, Welsh artist Petwo Evans presented a constantly 
evolving audio-visual performance made in collaboration with digital video artists Louis Mustill and 
Will Young. Together the artists create audio recordings using found objects such as a tumble dryer, 
water bottle, broken piano and stone that are looped into rhythms, then processed and combined 
with electronic machines and digital turntable techniques to create music that reflects the Welsh 
landscape. 
 
Established local talent featured in DRIFT, a collaboration between Test Card, VAM and Meraki 
Collective which was formed to support and showcase artists creating work that combines art with 
music, technology and performance. The audience was treated to a wide range of performance and 
visual art collaborations in electronic music, generative digital visuals, improvised dance and spoken 
word, which celebrated Manchester’s legendary forward looking underground arts scene. 
 

 
LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT 
 
Over the past 12 months, The Lowry has catalysed much of its energy and resources into its on-going 
commitment to local communities. These programmes allow us to work in deep and sustained ways 
with a range of Salford residents; ensuring a strategic focus on children and young people is at the 
forefront of our offer.  
 
Local partnership working is crucial to this area of our work, allowing The Lowry’s arts and cultural 
offer to have a positive impact across health, education and sport within Salford through strong 
relationships and collaboration with other organisations in our city.  
 
During this period there has been a wide a varied breadth of work delivered as detailed below. 
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Our First Lowry 
 
Our First Lowry is a scheme, which offers Salford families, with a child aged 5 or under, free and 
subsidised theatre tickets and transport to see three professional Children’s Theatre performances at 
The Lowry across the year. The scheme aims to reach families who would not normally access 
professional theatre due to barriers around cost, transport or confidence.  

 
Across the three visits the schemes ‘hand holding’ support reduces, aiming to ensure that families feel 
confident to access cultural experiences independently following their one-year experience on the 
scheme.  
 
Breakdown of postcodes for those signed up to Our First Lowry: 2018-19 (Year 4) 

  
  

Postcode Count % 

M3 (Blackfriars, Greengate, Trinity) 2 1% 

M5 (Ordsall, Seedley, Weaste) 14 10% 

M6 (Pendleton, Claremont, Irlam O’ Th’ Height) 19 13% 

M7 (Higher Broughton, Lower Broughton, Kersal) 5 3% 

M27 (Swinton, Clifton, Pendlebury, Wardley, Agecroft) 27 19% 

M28 (Worsley, Walkden, Boothstown, Mosley Common) 34 24% 

M30 (Eccles, Monton, Peel Green) 32 22% 

M38 (Little Hulton) 2 1% 

M44 (Irlam, Cadishead) 5 3% 

M50 (Salford Quays, MediaCityUK) 3 2% 

Total 143  
  
This year these Salford families visited The Lowry three times to see the following productions; 

 
Visit 1 (Free tickets): What The Ladybird Heard, 7 August 2018; 177 free tickets to 50 Salford families 
(82 adults, 66 children, 29 babes in arms) 
  
Visit 2 (Free tickets): Stick Man, 4 January 2019; 305 free tickets to 74 Salford families (160 adults, 112 
children, 33 babes in arms) 
  
Visit 3 (£2.50 tickets): Elmer the Patchwork Elephant, 20 February 2019; 144 subsidised tickets to 34 
Salford families.  
  
Looking ahead, families taking part in the new year of the scheme from June 2019/2020, 158 new 
Salford families have already been signed up, with their first visit being We’re Going on a Bear Hunt in 
August 2019, followed by The Gruffalo’s Child in January 2020; and a third show, which is to be 
confirmed, in Spring 2020. 
 
Booths Scheme 
 
The Booths Scheme, funded by Booths Charitable Trust, offers children with disabilities and their 
families in Salford free and subsidised tickets to attend three Relaxed Performances at The Lowry with 
additional creative activities across the year.   
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 Over the period of 2018/2019 there were 28 Salford families with disabled children who attended 
relaxed performances of three shows at The Lowry; Stick Man, Dr. Dolittle and Elmer the Patchwork 
Elephant. 

 
“Thank you so much for yesterday it was fantastic. I haven’t heard Sophia laugh like that in a long 

time. So much so we are now trying to book for Mr Tumble. I cannot thank you guys enough I was 

very nervous and it was a total success!” 

 

Salford parent, August 2019 

 
For the 2019/2020 year, 54 Salford families have to date subscribed to the scheme. 
 
Roundabout 
 
Through our continuing collaboration with Paines Plough, Roundabout 2018, a pop-up professional 
theatre, space visited Ordsall, an area of historically very low engagement, despite being 
geographically close to The Lowry. Over four days in September, 1,500 people engaged with a play, 
comedy show, family show or community event at Roundabout, our highest ever attendance. 42% of 
audiences were first-time engagers with The Lowry, and by forming a community steering group in 
the run-up to Roundabout huge strides were made in starting what we hope will be a long-term 
relationship with the area. 
 
In September 2019 The Lowry will be taking Roundabout to Broughton Park. During this 4-day festival 
the pop-up theatre will be home to a wide range of creative events including professional plays by 
Paines Plough for local communities to enjoy alongside a programme of community events and 
performances.  The Lowry has been working in partnership with the local community for 4 months in 
the lead up to this 4-day event, involving local neighbourhood managers, community groups and 
organisations to ensure that the local community ‘take over’ this amazing pop-up theatre space. 
Combining comfortable seating and a great view of the actors with cutting edge sound and lighting 
technology Roundabout is an unmissable theatrical experience; from church services, to yoga classes, 
to baby groups and local spoken word/poets’ performances it promises to be a fantastic event for 
Broughton.  
 
Salford-wide programmes with young people 
 
Every year The Lowry works with groups of some of the most vulnerable young people across Salford, 
who all face multiple challenges. It is fundamental to our mission to walk side by side, provide a 
platform, and amplify the voice of young people through Arts and Culture. 
 
Over the past 12 months, The Lowry has focussed much of its energy and resources into its 
commitment to local communities; working in deep and sustained ways with a range of Salford 
residents, with a strategic focus on young people.  
 
Partnership working has been at the centre of this work, allowing The Lowry’s arts and cultural offer 
to have a positive impact across health, education and sport within Salford through strong 
relationships and collaboration.  
 
Some of the range of activities that have taken place across Salford is detailed below. 
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Stage Directions 
 
Stage Directions is a new, 3-year, large scale theatre making project in Salford. Funded by DCMS via 
Arts Council England this national programme has enabled 5 new local projects to be set up from 2019. 
Stage Directions was successful in its bid to be part of this national programme and will see 2,500 
young people across Salford take part in this exciting initiative around theatre making. 
  
This ambitious programme is the joint focus of Salford’s Local Cultural Education Partnership (LCEP), 
made up of; Walk the Plank, University of Salford, Salford Community Leisure, Salford College, Salford 
Schools improvement team, New Adelphi theatre, Salford City Council with additional support from 
Curious Minds, the National Theatre, Opera North and BBC North. 
 
The primary aim of this project is introduce young people to all aspects of training and jobs within the 
‘Theatre Making’ industry including performance, lighting, sound, production, outdoor spectacle, 
digital and writing to enable meaningful, creative and exciting co-creation and co-commissioning 
between young people and professional artists.  
 
Throughout the project Young People, teachers and youth workers will work with international and 
local artists to co-design and co-create new theatrical work.  
 
Over three academic years we will establish;  

 12 Youth Theatre Companies within Salford schools (6 primary, 6 secondary, including 2 SEN 
schools). 

 9 Youth Theatre Companies within community settings (working in partnership with SCL & 
Salford Youth work teams).  

 11 ‘Offstage’ Cohorts (e.g. technical, design, digital, producer, etc.) targeting 14-18 year-olds in 
Salford to take part in weekly activity leading to performances.  

 An inaugural, North West wide Creative and Cultural Careers Fair at The Lowry, in partnership 
with BBC. 

 
All Salford Schools were identified by Salford’s School Improvement Team and are schools that are 
located in the most deprived wards and/or with little or low cultural engagement.  
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Theatre Nation 
 
Theatre Nation is an exciting 3-year programme which aims to take the work of the National Theatre 
out into schools to reach children, young people and communities who would not usually access 
theatre. In the year 2018/2019 The Lowry was one of 6 national partners to take this project into 
Salford.  
 
Together, The Lowry and the National Theatre toured a professional production of ‘Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night time’ into 5 Salford High Schools engaging over 800 children and young people. 
Following year one, there will be two more years of activity for Salford Schools to take part in 
workshops and events as well as to see live performance both in their school and at The Lowry; 
championing the survival and ambition of the creative curriculum in our schools.  
 
Young Carers  
 
The Lowry continues its 8-year partnership with Salford Young Carers Service (Gaddum) to use arts 
and culture as a way for young carers to express themselves, for hidden young carers to become 
identified and to raise awareness of the issues they face. Who Cares? was made by The Lowry to raise 
awareness of the plight of the UK’s estimated 700,000 youngsters under 17 providing unpaid care for 
family. 
 
In the last report we noted the successful national tour of Who Cares? to over 4,000 people. This 
documentary play was made from two years of interviews with four young carers and their families, 
teachers and local MPs in Salford and, following its previous national tour, made a huge impact on 
political decision makers at The House of Lords in Westminster. Following this we are now delighted 
to report that the play has toured again across England, reaching hidden young carers and 
professionals across the country. Over 8,000 children, young people and professionals have now seen 
this performance.  
 

“Being involved in Who Cares was a way of opening the bottle and releasing my emotions – but 
also knowing I was helping other young carers. I’m proud of it and the impact it’s had.” 

 
Kerry, Young Carer from Salford in The Guardian August 2019 

 
 

https://carers.org/news-item/young-carers-risk-not-fulfilling-their-dreams-and-ambitions-new-figures-show-young-carers
https://carers.org/news-item/young-carers-risk-not-fulfilling-their-dreams-and-ambitions-new-figures-show-young-carers
https://carers.org/news-item/young-carers-risk-not-fulfilling-their-dreams-and-ambitions-new-figures-show-young-carers
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Through this tour in 2018/2019 the Salford play continued to make significant impact for young carers 
nationally, identifying thirty more hidden carers and signposting them to support in their local area. 
The Lowry worked with the four Salford Young Carers to visit the play on tour and alongside Lowry 
staff, deliver training to other arts organisations, young people and professionals (teachers/youth 
workers) in how to identify and support young people through the play and its education resources.  

 
The Lowry has also continued to deliver its annual project with Salford Young Carers, which in 
2018/2019 after a 12-month process with young carers, professional artists and musicians resulted in 
a new piece of theatre about bereavement entitled Time to Bloom which premiered at The Lowry in 
March 2019. This project was delivered in partnership with Salford Young Carers Service (Gaddum) 
and supported by Salford NHS Bereavement Services.  

  
Looked After Children & Care Leavers 

 
The Lowry is committed and passionate about its role in contributing effectively to the Care Leavers 
Covenant. The Lowry works in a sustained and bespoke way with Looked After Children and Care 
Leavers in Salford. The Lowry’s commitment to children in the care of Salford is a strategic priority for 
the organisation to ensure that, as vulnerable young people in the city, they are given priority access 
to the arts as well as employability, education and personal development opportunities through the 
work of the charity. To deliver this work we partner closely with Salford’s Virtual School, Next Step 
and the LAC Social work team.  

 
In this period The Lowry have worked with twenty Looked After Children and twenty Care Leavers 
across two creative projects. The Looked After Children’s group worked with professional artists, 
journalists and illustrators to develop a ‘zine’. They identified an interest in community journalism and 
spent time investigating local issues in the city before publishing their own magazine which including 
poetry, illustration and investigative writing.  
 
The Care Leavers group have been working with professional theatre practitioners to create a short 
play based on mental health and relationships at The Lowry. 
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All young people on these programmes have been supported to undertake an Arts Award qualification 
(GCSE equivalent and UCAS points accredited) and the creative process has allowed for significant 
personal, social and educational development.  

 
 Young People experiencing homelessness in Salford 
 
In partnership with Salford City Council, The Lowry has worked with young people based at Salford 
Foyer and Liberty House to create a pop-up installation called Put Big Light On which will tour Salford 
and Manchester in 2018/2019. During this period young people at Salford Foyer and Liberty House 
have worked with professional artists from The Lowry and Walk the Plank to design, fabricate and 
build the pop-up installation.  
 
During this project these young people have gained new skills (design, welding, joinery) as well as 
developing social skills, confidence and reducing isolation as they work and meet regularly as a group. 
All young people engaged in this project were offered the opportunity to achieve a qualification and 
were supported to develop employability skills, a CV and interview skills to re-engage with 
education/employment. 

 
 
The pop-up installation offers creative activities, resources such as hygiene bags, food, cooking 
facilities, a library, seating and shelter and artist led engagement opportunities. In addition 
to Salford City Council, The Lowry is working closely with Mustard Tree, Centrepoint UK, Albert 
Kennedy Trust and the With One Voice International Arts and Homelessness festival which is 
supported by Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham’s office to engage young people experiencing 
homelessness across Greater Manchester. 
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Young Parents 
 
The Lowry continues to work closely with the Young Parents team and Teen Pregnancy Service 
in Salford to use creativity as a way to support young parents to develop confidence in parenting skills, 
play and storytelling to develop an early interest in reading. This year The Lowry has continued to 
deliver a creative programme of activities in Salford Foyer with young single Mums and in Belvedere 
Sure Start centre and Little Hulton Sure Start centre with young parents. 

  
Youth Employability & Skills (YES) Programme 
 
The Lowry’s Youth Employability & Skills (YES) Programme is a high-quality creative employability 
scheme which uses the building, resources and people of The Lowry to support NEET or ‘at risk’ young 
people aged from 13 to 25 years from Salford back into education or employment. This programme is 
supported by Salford based organisation Cargill to deliver bespoke creative and work-based learning 
opportunities for targeted young people. 
 
These opportunities range from first access visits, such as world of work backstage tours through to 
longer term work placements. We focus on personal development, building transferable skills 
including confidence, communication and future planning. Our YES projects and placements also focus 
on work related learning, equipping young people with practical skills and helping them to become 
work ready or progress onto other training.  
 
 
There are group opportunities, suitable for Pupil Referral Units, alternative education providers, 
access groups or other groups of young people who need additional support to engage in education, 
training or employment. This year we engaged with 365 young people from Salford through this 
programme. 
  
At the Tier 3 level of this programme we work with smaller groups of young people in a deeper and 
more sustained way. During this period at Tier 3, 17 young people who were not in employment, 
education or training or at risk of disengagement from education worked with The Lowry in a more 
intensive way by undertaking long term placements based in real jobs across the organisation. This 
year 90% of those young people moved into further education or employment following their 
involvement in the scheme, 2 of which were employed directly by The Lowry as members of staff 
following their training. 

 
Level of engagement No. of Salford participants 2018/2019 

Tier 1 1,126 

Tier 2 87 

Tier 3 19 

Tier 4 6 

TOTAL 1,238 

 
 

‘One of the things I do notice when we introduce young people to the YES Project, I notice when 
they are walking out their heads are up, their shoulders are back. Because they have kind of been 

interviewed and the YES Project have said, you are worth something to us.’ 
 

Nicky Hill, Pastoral Manager, Designated Safeguarding Lead - UTC 
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‘I feel about my future very positive, I’ve really enjoyed it here because I have met wonderful 
people at The Lowry and I feel very welcome here. Because it’s my lifetime opportunity of 

experience and how to cope with real life situations.’ 
 

Derai O’Brien, Former YES participant/Current Lowry Hospitality staff member 
 
Schools 
 
Through our Creative Learning Programme we offer a full range of opportunities connected to the 
early years, primary, secondary and Further and Higher Education curricula. Alongside Lowry-focussed 
visual art and drama workshops we offer a formal learning programme connected to our Theatres and 
Galleries programme as well as delivering bespoke opportunities. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Lowry has worked with over 15,000 school children this year through our Creative Learning 
programme, delivering workshops themed to LS Lowry, War Horse, Shakespeare, Transition and 
Change, African Art, Communication and Roald Dahl but to name a few. 
  
We continue to work with North West Drama Services to enable 18 Primary Schools (7 from Salford) 
to take part in the Children’s Shakespeare Festival to provide engagement for 991 school pupils to 
perform Shakespeare live on stage to an audience of 500 people. 
  
Through our Outreach work we have been able to offer ten schools free access to workshops with an 
artist at their school. These schools are from a variety of wards in Salford and are targeted based on 
areas of deprivation, Ofsted rating and little or no previous engagement with The Lowry. 
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 All Salford schools receive subsidised workshops every year and engagement is broken down as 
follows for the period: 
  
 

Schools summary 

School pupils attending workshops with artists 15,330 

Salford school pupils attending workshops with artists 4,889 

 
  
Talent Development (Dance) 
 
The Centre for Advanced Training in Dance (CAT) is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. During 
that time it has trained 245 individual students, many of whom have gone on to further training in 
dance and to join high profile professional dance companies and are now coming back home as young 
professionals. Six dancers who have come through the CAT will appear in Romeo and Juliet on our 
Lyric stage this summer as part of Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures company. 
 

 
Isaac Bowry was a member of the CAT’s second cohort, from 2010 to 2012. A full grant holder from 
Wythenshawe, Isaac dreamed of following a classical ballet route, a route rarely followed by many 
students but his determination and passion saw him through.  He progressed from the CAT to study 
at Ballet West and Elmhurst Ballet School and then to perform with ballet & contemporary dance 
companies. Most notably, Isaac was the first Lowry CAT student to perform in a large-scale dance 
company and we had the added joy of welcoming him back to The Lowry in November, performing 
with Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake, a dream role for Isaac. 
 
“I came from a background where, what I’m achieving now I didn’t think was possible yet here I am, 
in one of the UK’s major companies, performing on the Lyric Stage and able to represent CAT. I will 

always be thankful for my training and all the support.” 
 

Isaac Bowry 
 

 
U.Dance North West, the Regional Youth Dance Festival saw 26 groups from across the region selected 
by a panel of artists and young people performing on our Quays Theatre stage. Our U.Dance 
programme provides performance opportunities across the country, at local, county, regional and 
national levels, offering access to dance for children and young people in and outside of schools.  
 
Talent Development (Theatre) 
 
National Theatre Connections is one of the UK’s largest celebrations of youth theatre. Plays are 
commissioned for and about young people, from some of the best contemporary playwrights, and 
performed by schools and youth theatres all over the UK and Ireland. Young people have the 
opportunity to get involved in all aspects of creating and staging the play both on and offstage, from 
set design to costume, lighting and stage management. The Lowry’s Connections Young Company 
presented Ageless, a new play commissioned for NT Connections 2019. 
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In summer 2018 we launched Young Theatre Makers, a new youth arts pathway at The Lowry, where 
bold, brave and creative young artists come together to form new contemporary theatre-making 
ensembles to make innovative, unusual and risk-taking theatre which turns traditional youth theatre 
practice on its head.  Young Theatre Makers is designed to inspire, develop and support a diverse 
company of young people aged 13 to 19 each year to produce ambitious new, site-specific work 
motivated by our unique artistic programme. Working closely alongside our existing Artist 
Development and Learning & Engagement programmes and The Lowry’s Programming Team, the 
company is a new, free provision and provides a bridge into industry for young artists. The first cohort 
of 20 participants have worked with Dante or Die to create a new site-specific performance, which 
was shared in an off-site location in May 2019. 
 
 
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 
 
Engaging new audiences and deepening relationships with our existing audiences remains very 
important to The Lowry, and we continue to look for ways to break down barriers whether social, 
financial or practical, people may have to visiting The Lowry and accessing what we have to offer. 
 
Continuing our commitment to accessibility, in early 2019 we launched our access register, which for 
the first time allows people with additional access requirements to book tickets online if they prefer, 
as well as enabling us to tailor communications more appropriately.   
 
We offered a diverse programme of accessible performances throughout the year, with 879 people 
attending one of these events, including the first relaxed performance of War Horse in the north of 
England and our first BSL-signed stand-up comedy show with Lost Voice Guy. We also hosted Sensory 
Circus, a show for children and young people with ASD and PMLD, and commenced our programme 
of dementia-friendly theatre performances.   
 
Membership of our Under-26 scheme has grown to over 5,000, with 1,500 tickets issued over the year 
to members of the scheme. We also launched an Under-26 Ambassadors programme, offering two 
young people paid employment working on the running and future development of the scheme.  
  
Over 20,000 discounted tickets were sold to Salford residents via the Our Lowry scheme. Recruitment 
activity for the scheme was focussed on five Salford postcodes which to date have had the lowest 
levels of engagement with The Lowry and with the arts more broadly.  
 
143 Salford families participated in Our First Lowry and were offered free or heavily discounted tickets 
for three theatre experiences. None of these families had ever been to a children’s show before and 
we had some great feedback. Around 10% of families who participated in the scheme booked another 
show within 12 months.  
 

 
“It’s been such a treat to be able to take my four children to the theatre. Something I could never 

have done without this scheme.” 
 

“The show was absolutely brilliant. My son had a great time, kept talking about it and asking to go 
back and watch it again.” 

 
Feedback from ‘Our First Lowry’ participants 
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Additionally, 128 people enjoyed a theatre performance as part of The Booths Charities Family 
Scheme, which makes free tickets and supported visits available for families with children with 
disabilities.  
 
Also engaging people beyond The Lowry building were two off-site performances. The Political History 
of Smack and Crack was performed at Mustard Tree in Ancoats, Manchester, as part of the With One 
Voice International Arts and Homelessness Summit & Festival in November 2018; and Cinderella: A 
Wicked Mother of a Night Out, an outrageous show inspired by the traditional British panto, came to 
The Welcome Inn in Ordsall, Salford, in December. 
  
Our annual Open Day in August saw over 8,000 people enjoy a fantastic programme of circus 

performances featuring the D & F Brothers Grand Indian Circus in The Lowry Plaza, backstage and 

galleries tours and workshops in lighting, sound, dance, painting and drawing, puppet making, comic 

book creating and stand-up comedy as well as cocktails and cupcakes; all supported by our friends at 

Birmingham Royal Ballet, Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures and Rambert. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

 
The Lowry runs a very successful volunteer programme with nearly 300 volunteers assisting the 
Theatres Front of House operations. Volunteers predominantly fulfil the role of ushers to The Lowry’s 
three theatres and are involved in wider Front of House functions.  
 
During the year our volunteers gave over 22,000 hours through the shifts they worked making a very 
valuable contribution to the success of our public-facing Front of House operations. 
 
 
Julia Fawcett  
September 2019 


